GREYTHORN PRIMARY

“Engaging hearts, equipping minds, opening doors”

Autumn Term Weekly Newsletter 19th December 2025
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

MONDAY 5th JANUARY
Back To School

SATURDAY 10th JANUARY -y
10am - 12pm Open Morning For .
New Parents September 2026  [*-»gpes

TUESDAY 13th JANUARY | 1
Year 5/6 Young Voices \- .}. .“ .."l.

MONDAY 2nd - 4th FEBRUARY
Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes

MONDAY 16th MARCH
Year 5/6 National Space Centre ié &
TUESDAY 28th - 30th APRIL :Eé/
Year 3/4 llam Hall Dear Parents and Carers,

MONDAY 11th - THURSDAY 14th  Congratulations to all of our Greythorn Great winners!

MAY
KS2 SATS 2026 As we say goodbye to 2025, what an Autumn term it has been
— busy, exciting and full of wonderful Greythorn moments of
learning and fun!
2025/26 TERM DATES

| want to thank you all for the incredible support and care

Autumn Term you've shown to the school and your children's education

3 November - 19 December 2025 throughout this term.

Spring Term | hope you enjoy peoceful joyful break and I look forward to

5 January - 13 February 2026 welcoming you bdck in the bright, brand-new year ahead!

24 February - 27 March 2026 Merry Christmas @hd a Happy New Year!

Summer Term Mrs C rpenter

13 April - 21 May 2026
1 June - 24 July 2026

INSET: 23 Feb, 22 May, 27 July




SCHOOL NOTICES

ARgpuun® Ugpooo?

Team News

Farewell and good luck to Mrs Overton and Ms Wadsworth as they start their maternity leave,
and a warm hello and welcome back to Mr Tytherleigh joining Mrs Mounser and Oak Class.

Thank you FOGSA!

What an absolutely brilliant Christmas Fair we had last Friday! From the exciting motorbikes and

mini vehicles to the fantastic Year 6 games, the whole event was bursting with energy, joy and
festive spirit.

A massive thank you to our fabulous FOGSA for the time, effort and dedication they poured into
making this event such a success. It is very much appreciated.
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THIS WEEK'’S HIGHLIGHTS

Foundation ,
This week in our enquiry, %
we have been learning
about the festival and
celebration of Eid. The
children enjoyed sharing
their own experiences and
learning that many
Muslims visit the mosque
and spend time with
family during Eid. They
also made their own
secret Eid cards for one
another, reflecting the
popular tradition of gift-
giving and  kindness
.during the festival.
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Aspiration. Confidence. Creativity. Kindness. Pride. Respect. Resilience. Responsibility
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THIS WEEK'’S HIGHLIGHTS

Year1/2
We had so much fun making pizzas in KS1 last week!
The children designed their pizzas in D&T, then
created the edible version, using a variety of
ingredients. Getting to eat them later in the
afternoon was a real treat - 5
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THIS WEEK'’S HIGHLIGHTS

Year 3/4

In year 3/4 this week we have been writing up our non-chronological reports about our own
mythical creatures. We wrote about where they live, what they look like, what they eat and why
they are in danger! We then used the power of Al to bring our mythical creatures to life. Some of
the pictures have been included.
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THIS WEEK'’S HIGHLIGHTS

Year5/6

Year 5/6 have been writing up a their reflections on the World War 2 enquiry. Facts, statistics,

pictures and more. It's been a fascinating tOpIC and very informative!
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GREYTHORN

We hope you all had an excellent time at the Winter Fair!
Thank you so much to everyone who donated prizes, toys,
wine, chocolate, surprise bags and bakes! We know the
mental load is high at this time of year so it was very much
appreciated! Thank you also to all the wonderful volunteers
who gave up time to help. We couldn’'t have done it without
you! Due to your generous donations we managed to raise

M over £1500! We have some exciting news to share soon

about how the profits will be used to benefit the school.

A massive thank you to FHP Living who sponsored the Fair,
the Blood Bikes crew, people who donated marquees, the
raffle prize sponsors and MG Event and Sound who kindly
provided lighting and sound.

We would be extremely grateful if you could please fill out
our feedback survey so we can make the next Winter Fair

8 cven better!

| We are hoping to arrange more sponsored events next

year. If you work for or own a company that would be
interested in  partnering with us, please contact

1 fogsaemail@gmail.com and we can share our sponsorship

packages with you.

Finally we hope you all have a wonderful holiday season

= and a very happy new year!



PToe I eny

winter 2025 - 2026

Week commencing
1 novembern, 2y rlc:uurzmlner,
15l Decemoer gin January,

ap'" Januard. gt March

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri:lag
Margherita pizza All day brunch Beef burger Bangers & mash MSC Fish portion
Soya Gluten Milk Nottinghamshire Egg Sesame Gluten  Gluten Sulphur Dioxide Fish Gluten
with potato balls, . Sausage Sulphur Dloxide OR OR
baked beans & " ;u::ut; i pe A plant based Fishless fingers
= sweetcorn D: i Southern fried sausage Gluten
E S ham; e Quorn burger soya Sutphur Dioxide With oven chips,
E S Suiphis e || Mk EE-E SESHme with seasonal baked beans &
- ALEET
o with hash browns, o0 o eiee vegetables peas
baked beans Seppeek
& scrambled
FEEIE ik e cucumber sticks
Chocolate Crispie Yoghurt pot Gingerbread lced sprinkle lce cream tub
Gluten Milk cookie muffin Ml
Gluten Lhen

Pudding

\‘ vertas

Haking i diFarpaes



AWAITS YOU

B¢ A VERY WARM WELCOME
/—‘.X\ AND YOUR CHILDREN

GREYTHORN

7 :
WETAKE GREAT PRIDE\,

Wi | e COME AND SEE
e OUR
WONDERFUL
OPEN DAYS SCHOOL

SATURDAY 10™ JANUARY 10AM - 12 NOON
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COMMUNITY NEWS

s 7 28sp
After-school club \éz .

for infants & primary school children
with their parents/carers

Week 1: Personalising our club bags

Let's find out about each other by making our club
bags suit who we are. Decorate your bag with things
that tell us about your personality and what you like.

we'll be mixing up glittery potions to fill our tornado bottles
and watching the calming swirl patterns they make. We'd love
you to bring a 500ml plastic bottle to use if you have onel

Week 3: Making play dough
This week we're going to make our own play dough and find out

how it helps us relax by using our hands to squash and sgueezel
Bring an airtight container to take your creations home.

Sometimes it's tricky to say how we feel. This time we're going to decorate
biscuits with faces to show all the different emotions we feel from time to time.
We'll think about showing feelings in lots of ways, and eat those tasty biscuits!

Plus, every week: fidget toys, calming rainbow breathing and a space to
chat and catch our breath after a busy day. Drink and fruit snack provided.

Mondays 3:45pm - 4.45pm

Scan to book your FREE place >>>
or visit stpaulsboundaryroad.churchsuite.com/events/lcezrObn

St Paul's Church, Boundary Road, NG2 7DB

Get in touch: st.paulschurchconnector@outlook.com




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able te have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

TOVS THATLISTEN | o6 |
- AND LEARN y

e
When a toy uses Al, it collects data such as
voice recordings, interactions, and background
sounds. This information is sent to remote
servers, where it is analysed to improve
responses. Your child’s voice becomes training
data, which may be stored indefinitely or shared
with third parties.

)
|
1

WEAK SECURITY

PROTECTIONS ket

Some Al toys have poor password protection

or open network connections, Others may have
microphones or cameras that stay on, even
when the toy appears to be off. This canlead to
recordings being made without your knowledge,
including conversations unrelated to play.

ARTIFICIAL VOICES,
REAL INFLUENCE

For very young children, an Al companion may
= ——— become one of the first voices they interact with
regularly. How that voice shows humour,
empathy, or authority can shape how a child
learns to communicate. If the model is artificial,
then part of what is learned is artificial as well.

[ W BN
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Al TOYS

This festive season, the newest toys on the shelves do not just blink or make noise; they listen. Many
now come with artificial intelligence (Al), allowing them to talk, learn, and even respond to a child's
emotions. These toys can be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process
information. This guide explains what that means for families and why it matters.

PRESSURE TO

Some toys reward repeated use or track
engagement, encouraging children to interact
more. When children compare how their toys
perform, it creates pressure to play more often.

This increases the amount of data collected and
can make learning feel like competition.

9]
- MARKETING . @4
~ THROUGH PLAY T

Toys that learn a child’s preferences may
feed that data into future advertising. A toy
that knows a child's favourite colour or hobby
could help a company design more targeted
marketing to that child and their family.

.
i

PLAYTIME AS
DATA TRAINING

The informatien collected from children
helps train Al systems. Their voice, emotional
responses, and behaviour shape how machines
‘understand’ people. Play becomes part of a
much larger system that influences how future
technologies behave.

Advice for Parents & Educairs

START WITH A CONVERSATION

Talk to young people. Explain that some toys
learn from what they say and do. Help them
understand that even friendly technology
should have boundaries, and to ask questions
about it. Curiosity is healthy, blind trust is not.

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

Check for a free or demo version so you can test
how it behaves. Read privacy policies to
understand what data is collected, where it goes,
and whether it's shared with others.

Meet Our Expert

Clara Hawking is Executive Director of Kompass Education. She advises
governments, school trusts, and global organisations on Al governance
and safeguarding, helping schools and families understand how
technology shapes learning, wellbeing, and the digital future of children.

X @wake_up_weds

Look for toys that work offline or store data locally. m

K3 /wuw.thenationalcollege

FAIDO

SET LIMITS ON USE

/’—J ; ’
Turn off Wi-Fi or Bluetooth when the toy is not |

in use. Check for updates regularly, as they

can change privacy or safety settings. Treat

connected toys like any smart device; they should be
monitored, updated, and switched off when not in use.

REVIEW PRIVACY SETTINGS

Find out where the data is stored and who has
access to it. Some companies sell or share data
with advertisers. If the toy connects through an
app, check what it requests access to and limit
those permissions whenever possible.
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@wake.upwednesday
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MODEL DIGITAL AWARENESS

Children learn from adults. If they see you
checking privacy settings, reading terms, and
talking openly about online safety, they are more
likely to do the same. Show them how to question

technology in a healthy way.
el a
BALANCE Al WITH REAL PLAY ___ '

Al toys can be fun and creative, but they are
not a replacement for real human interaction.
Encourage time away from technology with

activities that foster emotional and social development.
Use Al toys to support learning, not define it.
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National

College’

o) @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 17.12.2026




